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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  / of  ' the 
Bingley  Urban  District 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  AftfmaL'fte] 
of  my  Department  for  the  year  1942.  I am  indebted  to  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  providing  the  data  in  the  second 
part  of  the  report.  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  voluntary  helpers 
at  the  Clinics  for  their  assistance  during  the  past  year.  I 
wish  also  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  during  the  past  year. 

A campaign  to  encourage  the  immunisation  of  school 
children  against  Diphtheria  has  been  conducted.  It  has 
resulted  in  665  school  children  and  277  pre  school  children 
being  immunised. 

During  1942,  the  problem  of  care  during  the  lying  in 
period  of  mothers  has  become  acute.  I am  convinced  that 
even  yet  the  Authorities  do  not  fully  ’grasp  the  implications 
of  this  problem  in  perspective.  The  major  difficulties  are 
(1)  inadequate  maternity  bed  accommodation,  and  (2)  in- 
adequate domestic  help  at  home.  Dealing  with  the  first 
question,  maternity  bed  accommodation,  I must  press  the 
point  that  particularly  at  the  present  time,  it  is  unfair  to 
mothers  to  reduce  the  period  in  a maternity  institution.  In 
justice  to  them,  the  mothers  should  have  available  accom- 
modation to  cover  the  full  14  days  as  a minimum,  and 
facilities  for  a week  convalescing  in  a suitable  institution. 
This  in  many  cases  is  a requisite  where  domestic  assistance 
is  not  available.  My  Committee  has  been  willing  to  consider 
these  questions  with  the  intention  of  assisting.  There  has, 
unfortunately,  not  been  the  assistance  elsewhere  for  which  I 
had  hoped.  This  question  is  one  of  urgency  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  anxiety  of  such  a period  in  the  experience 
of  parents  should  be  heightened  by  delayed  action  on  the 
part  of  Authorities. 


Scabies  is  still  moderately  prevalent.  Our  experience 
suggests  the  advisability  of  more  close  supervision  of  the 
Forces.  Too  frequently,  an  outbreak  in  a family  has  followed 
a member  of  the  forces  being  home  on  leave.  The  problem 
is  of  much  reduced  dimensions.  Irrespective  of  the  drug 
used  in  treatment,  a certain  number  of  return  cases  have 
occurred— in  fact  the  success  of  treatment  has  depended  upon 
its  thoroughness  together  with  the  disinfection  of  clothing 
and  bedding  rather  than  upon  the  drug  used  in  the  treatment. 
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The  position  in  regard  to  major  infectious  diseases  has 
remained  very  satisfactory.  On  the  other  hand  I am  satisfied 
that  the  general  medical  experience  is  that  there  is  a marked 
increase  of  chronic  catarrhal  troubles.  The  inference  is  that 
there  is  a drop  in  .the  resistance  of  many  people  to  infections. 
I am  thankful  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  marked  increase 
in  Tuberculosis  locally.  At  the  same  time,  I am  concerned 
at  the  prospects  of  an  increase  of  this  disease.  I am  con- 
cerned about  the  human  type  of  tuberculous  infection  rather 
than  the  bovine  type  of  the  disease.  It  is  the  latter  which 
is  milk  borne.  The  experience  in  Bingley  is  that  we  are 
relatively  free  from  the  bovine  type  of  Tuberculosis  in  human 
beings.  The  human  type  of  infection  has  caused  in  my 
analysis  25  times  the  number  of  deaths  in  Bingley  during  the 
last  5 years  that  the  bovine  type  of  infection  has  caused.  I 
must  emphasize  that  all  the  predisposing  factors  are  present 
for  a great  increase  in  the  spread  of  this  disease.  The  critical, 
point  is  contact  with  the  infection.  It  is  vitally  essential 
that  cases  that  are  infective  to  others  must  be  removed  as 
early  as  possible.  The  quesion  of  early  diagnosis  is  import- 
ant, but  it  is  utterly  futile  to  press  this  point  while  there 
are  delays  of  3 to  4 months  before  patients  with  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs  are  removed.  I know  there  is  the  strongest 
feeling  in  the  medical  profession  that  the  position  is  most 
unsatisfactory. 

Having  referred  to  the  question  of  milk,  I feel  that  at 
the  present  moment  it  merits  attention.  In  Bingley  the 
position  is  pretty  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  the  major  part 
of  the  supply  being  from  Accredited  sources.  Experience 
has  shown  that  such  sources  are  safer  than  pasteurised  milk, 
and  also  such  milk  retains  its  full  quota  of  natural  goodness. 
Accredited  milk  is  the  result  of  the  development  of  super- 
vision of  the  sources  of  milk  supply  by  the  Health  authorities. 
Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  such  supervision.  The  health 
of  the  community  requires  the  extension  of  such  supervision 
with  a close  local  contact  between  the  supervising  authorities 
and  the  producers.  In  my  view  the  policy  of  the  White 
Paper  on  the  Nation’s  Milk  Supply  would  prejudice  the 
standard  of  milk  supplied  in  Bingley  and  entails  a relaxation 
of  supervision  compared  to  that  which  now  exists  in  Bingley. 

The  major  point  which  is  made  of  protecting  the  public 
by  pasteurisation  of  the  milk  is  no  satisfactory  safeguard, 
In  fact,  it  is  a measure  calculated  to  assist  the  large  com- 
mercial interests  by  prolonging  the  keeping  of  milk  while  it 
does  not  eliminate  the  harmful  infections  from  the  milk.  This 
is  definite  experience. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  Yours  faithfully, 

A.  J.  M.  FINDLATER,  ' 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  11,379 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,533 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  Est.  7,026 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Est.  £139,750 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £534 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births.  Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  298  162  136 

Illegitimate  ...  11  4 7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  14.74 
Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 5 2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  toLil  (live  and  still)  births  22.1 
Deaths  289  135  154 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  13.78 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 


Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  2 

6.32 

Other  puerperal 

causes  0 

0 

Total 

...  2 

6.32 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22 

Legitimate  infants  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births  20 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  1 


Causes  of  Death  in  1942. 

Disease. 

Measles  ... 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2)  

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Disease 


No 


of  Deaths. 

1 

4 


1 

11 

1 


3 


Syphilis  ' ....  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...,  ....  ...  8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Congenital  malformations,  Birth  Injuries,  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  and  post-Abort.  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Road  Traffic  ....  ...  4 

Suicide  ....  ....  ....  ...■  - ...  4 

Other  Violence  ...  ....  ....  ....  11 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  in  their  respective  districts. 


■ 

1 

Bingley 

and 

1 District 



Wilsden 

and 

Harden 

1 Culling- 
worth 

Total 

First  visits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  .. 

189 

50 

24 

263 

All  visits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  ... 

103? 

850 

100 

1487 

Visits  to  children  aged  1 to  5 
years 

1391 

378 

120 

1889 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

68 

24 

— 

92 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 


THE  AREA. 

(1)  (a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens 
is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  In  cases 
of  great  emergency.  Diphtheria  swabs  are  bacteriologically 
examined  at  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary.  Arrangements 
for  transport  and  payment  are  made  by  this  Authority. 


Chemical  analysis  of  wal 
Analyst. 

(b)  AMBULANCE 
FACILITIES. 

Infections  Cases. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 

Non -Infectious  Cases. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE 
HOME. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 

(d)  TREATMENT 
CENTRES  AND 
CLINICS. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 


is  carried  oiit  by  the  County 

(e)  HOSPITALS. 

General  Hospital. 

The  same  asdn  1941. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 

Fever  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 
Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 
Maternity  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 
Children’s  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1941. 


(2)  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  foster  children  upon  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  2.  Copies  of  the  requirements  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  relation  to  Child  Life 
Protection  are  posted  in  public  buildings. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  five. 
Three  of  these  are  in  private  practice. 

During  1942,  322  births  have  been  notified  to  this 
Authority ; of  these  124  took  place  at  the  Shipley  and  Bingley 
Maternity  Home. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby  necessitous  patients 
developing  obstetrical  difficulties  can  have  a consultant’s 
opinion  either  at  home  or  by  appointment  with  the  consult- 
ant. The  fees  are  paid  by  the  Council.  Mr.  Rawson,  who 
is  also  attached  to  the  Maternity  Home,  acts  in  this  capacity. 

A scheme  for  assistance  to  necessitous  expectant 
mothers  towards  the  cost  of  Dental  Treatment  is  in  operation 

in  the  area. 
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Investigation  of  maternal  deaths  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  If  hospital  treatment  is  required 
for  puerperal  cases,  they  are  admitted  to  Morton  Banks 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Ante -Natal  Clinic. 

The  Clinic  shewed  an  attendance  of  143  in  1942.  Post 
natal  cases  are  also  encouraged  to  attend  for  examination. 
17  of  these  patients  attended. 

REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
and 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  CLEANSING, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  short  report  gives  an  outline  of  the  work 
performed  in  my  Department  during  the  year. 

Increased  attention  was  devoted  to  the  Food  Supply, 
particularly  in  connection  with  milk.  The  district  was 
selected  for  the  experimental  testing  of  small  producers  and 
producer/retailers  in  connection  with  the  National  Milk 
Testing  Scheme.  The  frequent  sampling  and  advisory  work 
carried  out  by  your  staff  cannot  fail  to  be  of  benefit  to  the 
consumer  and  producer  alike.  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  special  attention  was  given  to  the  premises  where 
food  is  prepared,  and  a large  number  of  improvements  were 
secured,  notably  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  hot  water  and 
sinks  for  use  by  the  personnel  concerned.  The  need  for 
scrupulous  cleanliness  by  all  workers  handling  foodstuffs 
was  continually  stressed. 

Supervision  of  the  conditions  under  which  firewatchers 
carried  out  their  duties  was  instituted  and  a scheme  estab- 
lished which  provides  for  the  frequent  steam  disinfection  of 
blankets  and  bedding. 

Ten  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  Police  Court,  all 
of  which  related  to  food  offences.  Assistance  was  given  in 
many  instances  to  the  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  and  a letter  was  received  by  the  Council  expressing 
thanks  for  such  services. 

Inspectorial  work  was  rendered  more  difficult  during  the 
year  by  the  shortage  of  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Mr.  Whitham  was  absent  for  two  months  owing  to  serious 
illness,  and  eventually  Mr.  Fell  was  released  from  Army 
Service  for  a temporary  period.  Mr.  Skirrow  was  also 
released  from  Army  Service  for  a period  of  three  months  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  inspection  of  Food  Preparation 
Premises.  Mr.  Whitham  resigned  his  post  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  December,  1942,  in  order  to  take  up  a 
post  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Dawley  U.D.C.  He  has 
thus  given  10  years  of  loyal  and  efficient  service  to  the 
Council.  Mr.  C.  Brown  was  appointed  as  temporary 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  February,  1943. 

Bingley  continued  to  retain  its  high  place  as  regards  its 
salvage  returns,  with  a return  of  £3,041  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1943,  equivalent  to  £145  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

I must  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  year,  and  to  express  thanks  to  the 
office  staff  for  the  efficient  way  in  which  they  carried  on 
their  work.  The  co-operation  of  the  workmen  in  helping  to 
make  the  salvage  scheme  so  successful  is  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

During  the  year  the  Cottingley  supply  was  improved 
and  a chlorination  outfit  installed.  All  main  water  supplies 
are  now  provided  with  chlorination  treatment. 

23  bacteriological  and  2 chemical  examinations  were 
made  of  both  public  and  private  supplies. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  alterations  or  extensions  in  connection 
with  sewerage  during  the  year. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Action  to  check  pollution  was  taken  in  several  cases. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  2 waste  water  closets  were  abolished, 

1 was  converted  into  a pedestal  closet.  The  scheme  fo'* 
entire  conversion  of  waste  water  closets  has  been  suspends  1 
for  the  period  of  hostilities,  leaving  420  conversions  still  i o 
do.  6 additional  water  closets  were  constructed  during  the 
year  and  1 pail  and  2 privy  midden  closets  were  abolished. 
The  work  of  ashpit  conversion  continued  during  the  year  and 
9 of  these  receptacles  were  replaced  with  17  dustbins.  The 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  and 
ash  receptacle  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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NO.  AND  TYPES  OF  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  ETC 
IN  THE  DISTRICT,  DECEMBER  31st,  1942. 


Division 

Water  Closets 

Trough 

Closets 

WasteWater 

Closets 

Pail  Closets 

Privy  Midden 

Closets 

Ash  Places 

Dustbins 

Bingley 

3420 

36 

349 

22 

1 

492 

2273 

Cottingley 

597 

0 

8 

6 

0 

14 

544 

Harden 

364 

0 

2 

17 

0 

0 

310 

Crossflats 

759 

5 

9 

1 

0 

49 

517 

Mickle’wte 

160 

0 

2 

15 

0 

7 

49 

Culling’th 

403 

0 

5 

32 

22 

24 

439 

Gilstead 

263 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

214 

Eldwick 

235 

0 

0 

44 

21 

0 

337 

Wilsden 

773 

0 

4 

34 

27 

32 

553 

Totals  ... 

6974 

41 

379 

172 

72 

618 

5236 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  33  new  drains  were  tested,  generally  by 
means  of  the  water  test.  30  were  approved  and  3 dis- 
approved. 129  old  drains  were  examined  and  of  these  23 
were  found  to  be  in  a defective  condition. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Your  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  public 
cleansing  services  in  the  Bingley  area,  and  the  report  on  the 
services  covers  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1943.  The  mild 
winter  led  to  considerably  less  disorganisation  than  had  been 
the  case  in  the  previous  two  or  three  years. 

A fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained 
together  with  a weekly  collection  of  salvageable  materials. 
The  following  is  the  tonnage  of  materials  collected  during 
the  year. 
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Waste  Paper 

309J  tons 

Other  Non  Ferrous 

Black  Sera]) 

116J  tons 

Metals 

f cwt. 

Textiles 

13 J tons 

Baled  Tins 

95  tons 

Bottles  and  Jars 

16  tons 

Aluminium 

3£  cwts. 

Cullet 

31  tons 

Copper 

5J  cwts. 

Manure 

12  tons 

Brass 

8f  cwts. 

Kitchen  Was.be 

90 J tons 

Zinc 

2\  cwts. 

Bones 

8J-  tons 

Lead 

6 cwts. 

Miscellaneous 

4 tons 

Value  £3,041. 

Total  Tonnage,  697  tons 

cwts. 

Included  in  the  above  return  are  65  tons  of  scrap  metal 
from  the  Highways  Dept,  valued  at  £221  and  4 cwts.  from 
the  Water  D'ept.  valued  at  10/-d. 

The  returns  indicate  a drop  of  29  tons  of  waste  paper 
over  the  preceding  year,  which  must  be  considered  fairly 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  growing  shortage  of  this  com- 
modity. The  amount  of  baled  tins  increased  by  19  tons,  but 
the  non  ferrous  metals  shewed  a small  decline.  Textiles 
increased  by  5-J  tons  and  bottles,  jars  and  cullet  by  19  tons. 
An  added  amount  of  1J  tons  of  bones  were  collected.  A 
comparatively  small  amount  of  kitchen  waste  was  returned, 
and  while  this  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  general  avoidance 
of  waste  by  the  local  householders,  the  chief  reason  was  that 
large  quantities  are  collected  by  local  pig  and  poultry  keep- 
ers, farmers,  milk  dealers,  etc.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  communal  kitchen  waste  bin  scheme  was  greatly 
extended.  This  had  the  effect  of  appreciably  increasing  the 
amount  of  kitchen  waste  collected.  The  material  is  not 
processed  but  sold  in  its  raw  state  to  purchasers  who  are, 
of  course,  required  by  law  to  boil  the  same  before  feeding 
to  animals. 

Your  Inspector  continued  to  act  as  Assistant  Honorary 
District  Adviser  to  the  Salvage  & Recovery  Dept.  (L.A.)  of 

the  Ministry  of  Supply. 

With  the  lengthening  of  the  war,  it  becomes  increasingly 
difficult  to  maintain  an  efficient  cleansing  service,  owing  to 
the  acute  shortage  of  able  bodied  men.  It  is  necessary  to 
employ  aged  or  infirmed  men  who  have  not  always  the 
physical  capacity  needed  for  the  arduous  task  of  collecting 
household  refuse.  The  present  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Dept, 
consists  of  31  males  and  3 females.  The  equipment  consists 
of  4 mechanical  refuse  collection  vehicles,  two  of  which  are 
provided  with  trailers,  2 horses  and  carts,  one  500  gall, 
capacity  Gully  Emptier  and  7 Street  Orderly  Trucks. 
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Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  47  public  conveniences  in  the  district  and  these 
are  cleansed  by  the  street  orderlies,  in  most  cases  daily. 

Public  Mortuary. 

14  bodies  were  received  in  the  new  mortuary  during  the 
year. 

(iii)  Sanitary  • Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A tabulated  statement  of  work  done  will  be  found  on 
pages  12-14.  This  covers  Offensive  Trades,  Factories,  Canal 
Boats,  etc. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  as  regards  sanitary 
accommodation  was  largely  discontinued  during  the  year.  9 
Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  Sunday  and 
Evening  Closures  and  2 contraventions  were  dealt  with. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Four  principal  sites  were  used  for  camoing  purposes 
during  1942,  and  these  were  dealt  with  under  the  licensing 
provisions  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The 
number  of  moveable  dwellings  has  increased  owing  to  the 
effect  of  petrol  restrictions  and  the  removal  of  caravans  from 
the  East  Coast. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

There  is  little  to  report  und^r  this  heading,  due  to  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Home  Security.  Your 
Inspector  continued  to  act  as  a representative  of  the  Urban 
District  Councils  on  the  Executive  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee.  The 
Committee  is  giving  consideration  to  smoke  abatement  in 
relation  to  post  war  reconstruction. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Vermin. 

During  the  year  510  cases  of  Scabies  were  dealt  with. 
A large  amount  of  clothing  and  bedding  was  disinfected  in 
the  Council’s  steam  disinfector  in  connection  with  cases  of 
Scabies,  infectious  diseases  and  Firewatching  or  Civil 
Defence  posts. 

This  comprised: — 586  beds,  1,620  blankets,  703  pillows. 
7 7 sheets,  26  eiderdowns,  70  bedspreads,  27  cushions.  111 
bundles  of  clothing. 

Cases  of  infestation  of  houses  by  bed  bugs  shewed  a 
decline,  but  the  Department  continued  to  make  every  effort 
to  reduce  the.  spread  of  infestation.  The  belongings  of 
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prospective  tenants  of  Council  houses  are  carefully  inspected 
before  being  given  a Council  house.  During  the  year  2 
Council  houses  and  6 privately  owned  houses  were  found  to 
be  infested.  Disinfestation  after  bed  bugs  is  usually  carried 
out  by  the  use  of  a heavy  concentration  of  S02  coupled  with 
spraying  with  an  insecticide  such  as  Zaldecide,  Lawvercide, 
or  Vermicine.  H.C.N.  was  also  used. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  work  was  restricted  to  dealing  with  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  and  execution  of  essential  repairs  in 
order  to  maintain  property  in  a reasonably  good  condition. 
961  inspections  were  made  in  this  connection. 

Owing  to  the  shorteage  of  building  trade  operatives,  it 
is  becoming  increasngly  difficult  to  secure  compliance  with 
notices,  and  I feel  that  the  Government  might  well  consider 
imposing  some  ban  on  all  building  work  which  is  not  of  an 
essential  nature.  Non  essential  work  is  frequently  carried 
out  where  the  cost  of  same  does  not  exceed  £100,  yet  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  get  really  urgent  housing  repairs 
executed. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Supervision  of  milk  production  is  an  important  duty  in 
the  Bingley  area  as  it  is  one  of  the  largest  milk  producing 
districts  in  the  West  Riding.  The  cow  population  is  about 
2,200,  housed  in  105  dairy  farms. 

There  are  44  producers  of  Accredited  milk  and  as  this 
applies  to  the  larger  producers,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  bulk 
of  Bingley’s  supply  comes  from  Accredited  herds,  and  a high 
standard  of  production  generally  obtains.  223  cowshed 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  an  interesting 
development  took  place  in  connection  with  the  National  Milk 
Testing  Scheme.  Under  this  scheme  the  milk  from  whole- 
sale producers  is  regularly  examined  at  the  dairies  by  means 
of  licensed  testers  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
It  was  felt  that  the  milk  from  small  producers  and  producer 
retailers  might  be  sampled  by  Local  Authorities,  and  certain 
districts  were  asked  to  undertake  this  work  on  an  experi- 
mental basis.  Bingley  was  one  of  the  areas  selected,  and 
regular  sampling  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
69  samples  were  obtained,  of  which  64  or  93%  were  placed 
in  Grade  A.  4 or  6%  were  placed  in  Grade  B,  and  1 or 
was  placed  in  Grade  C.  So  far  as  is  possible,  samples  will 
be  obtained  at  least  once  every  3 or  4 weeks.  Where 
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unsatisfactory  reports  are  received,  advisory  work  is  carried 
out  by  your  staff  at  the  farm  or  on  the  retailers’  premises 
as  may  be  necessary.  I am  confident  that  this  increased 
supervision  will  tend  to  raise  still  further  the  standard  of 
milk  production  in  your  area. 

In  addition.  56  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Bacteriologist  for  examination  by  the  Methylene 
Blue  test.  Of  these  45  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 
Two  samples  contained  Tubercle  organisms. 

Your  Inspector  was  elected  to  represent  the  West  Riding 
Sanitary  Inspectors  on  the  County  War  Agricultural  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Distribution  of  milk  ,is  carried  out  by  7 1 purveyors. 
There  is  only  one  purveyor  of  pasteurised  milk  . 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

102  visits  were  paid  to  slaughterhouses,  food  shops,  etc. 
nnd  36  carcases  of  meat  were  inspected.  The  total  amount 
of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  the  vear  was 
1,191  lbs. 

The  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  in 
connection  with  the  powers  contained  in  Sec.  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Skirrow  who 
was  released  from  H.M.  Forces  for  a period  of  3 months  to 
undertake  this  work. 

244  inspections  were  made  and  36  improvements  effected. 
These  included  the  provision  of  sinks  and  supplies  of  hot 
water. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 
Dwellinghouses. 


Inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 


Act,  1936 

11 

50 

Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 

224 

649 

Inspected  re  overcrowding  cases 

11 

16 

Inspected  re  verminous  condition 

53 

95 

Houses  disinfested  ... 

8 

Houses  disinfected  ... 

58 

Schools  disinfected 

4 

Schools  inspected 

2 

Infectious  cases  visited 

45 

\ 

Water  Closets  inspected 

52 

99 
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Privy  Closets  inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  Closets  inspected  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ash  Receptacles  ’inspected  ...  ...  139 

Houses  of  proposed  tenants  of  Council 

Houses  inspected  re  vermin  ...  14 

Council  Houses  inspected  re  vermin  ...  20 

Evacuation  Billets  ....  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drainage. 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  116 

New  drains  approved  after  test  ...  ...  30 

New  drains  disapproved  after  test  ...  3 

Old  drains  tested  35 

Old  drains  found  defective  23 

Old  drains  inspected  94 

Slaughterhouses. 

Visits  for  meat  inspection  25 

Home  killed  carcases  inspected  ...  ...  36 

Food  shops  and  preparation  premises 

visited  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds  inspected  217 

Dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Interviews  re  repairs  to  sheds  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses. 

Number  inspected ...  17 

Offensive  Trades. 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories. 

Sanitary  accommodation  of  factories 

inspected  10 

Factories  inspected  2 


2 

10 

60 


60 

6 


1 


18 

20 
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Water  Supply. 

Streams  inspected  re  pollution  ...  ...  1 

Domestic  Services  examined  ...  ...  9 

Water  samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  25 

Visits  to  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  38 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  26 

Salvage  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 

Rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  29 

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors  16 

Military  Camps,  Billets  ....  4 

Visits  with  Surveyor  ...  ...  ...  7 

Air  Raid  Shelters 33 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  2 

Suspected  Food  (Unsound)  1 

Septic  Tank  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  1 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Firewatching  Posts  ...  ...  ...  76 

Rest  Centres  .v  ...  

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  ...  ...  167 

Shops  Act,  1936 

Outworkers  premises  ...  i 

Manure  Accommodation  ....  ...  ...  1 

Waste  Food  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Garden  Refuse 

Baiting  for  Wood  Lice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Preliminary  Notices  issued  ...  ...  271 

Statutory  Notices  issued  ....  ...  ...  76 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Alleged  Offence. 

Unlawful  slaughter  of  pig  for 

human  consumption 

Failure  to  notify  slaughter  of 

Pig  

Unlawful  slaughter  of  pig  ... 

Unlawful  possession  of  meat 

LTnlawful  production  of  bacon 

Using  unregistered  premises 
as  dairy 

Permitting  food  to  be  wasted 

Having  possession  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sale,  food  intended, 
for,  but  unfit  for  human 
consumption  .... 

Failure  to  cleanse  shop  floor 

Allowing  filth  to  accumulate  in 
cellar  in  which  food  intended 
for  human  consumption  was 
deposited  for  preparation  for 

sale 

W.  E. 


Result  of  Proceedings. 
Dismissed. 

Fined  £3  and  1 guinea  costs. 
Fined  £20  and  £5.15.0  costs. 
Costs  of  4/-d. 

Fined  £1. 

Fined  10/-d. 

Fined  £10. 

Fined  £10. 

Dismissed. 


Dismissed. 

COOKE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
Supt.  Public  Cleansing  Dept. 
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